Dealing with any dispute can be very stressful and navigating the legal system can
be equally as burdensome. We are here to relieve your stress and provide you with
peace of mind during your ordeal. We work closely and carefully with our clients
to ensure that the outcome goals are clear and the strategy chosen to pursue your
matter aligns with your desires.
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The first thing to do is to file the petition for the
relief that you are seeking. You will receive a rough
draft to proof read and upon your final approval, the
petition will be filed. *In most counties in Georgia,
filing is done electronically so the petition will be
filed the next business day after your approval.

02. SERVE
After the clerk has stamped and received your
petition. All of the papers must be served on the
opposing party. A process server or the sheriff will
be hired to facilitate this. Service time usually takes
a few days to a couple of weeks.

03. WAIT
After the opposing party has been served. He or she
has thirty days to respond to the petition. During
this thirty-day period, no action on the case can
take place.

...

“We will be with you for every step in the development of your case so, feel free to
contact the office with all of your questions, concerns, and any new information
that may be helpful to the outcome of your case. Again, we thank you for allowing
us to help you with your legal needs. We appreciate your trust and confidence,
and we pledge to do our best to help you resolve the present situation with the
utmost assurance and care.”

-Shari‘Morris
PRINCIPAL ATTORNEY

04 . THINGS GET TRICKY

If they don’t answer
HEARING

DEFAULT JUDGMENT

Once the thirty days have passed, we can

If by the time the hearing date has arrived and the

schedule a final hearing to get a default

other party has not answered, we will appear in

judgment.

court and the judge will issue an order granting
everything you have asked for in the petition. After
the order is issued, the case will be closed.

If they do answer
NEGOTIATION

MEDIATION

At any point before the final hearing, the parties

If the parties are not too far from a resolution,

can negotiate with one another and attempt to

a third party called a mediator may be able to

resolve the issues with or without the assistance of

assist the parties in agreeing to a final resolution

their attorneys.

without having to go to court. If an agreement is

TEMPORARY HEARING
Any time after the 30 days have passed, the parties

reached in mediation, it is legally binding once
signed by everyone. Neither party is required to
come to an agreement in mediation.

can go before a judge to have an order issued that
resolves some or all of the issues on a temporary
basis. (custody, child support, alimony is usually
resolved at this phase) the case will be closed.

DISCOVERY
After the other party has answered, each side can
send questions and request documents from the
other side that are relevant to the outcome of the
case. (tax returns, paystubs and property records
are examples of typical things requested)

30 DAY WAIT

FINAL ORDER/HEARING
If the parties reach an agreement prior to having
a final order, the agreement will be typed and
signed by all parties (and attorneys). Once it
is signed, it will be submitted to the judge for
signature. After the judge has signed the case
is closed and the agreement becomes legally
binding. If the parties do not reach an agreement
prior to a final hearing, the parties will appear in
court in front of the judge and testify, provide
witnesses and any documentation to support the
case. After the judge has heard everything, the

The parties have 30 days to respond to the

judge will orally make a ruling and then provide a

discovery requests. The law allows for a six-month

written order after the hearing. The case will then

time frame for all discovery to be completed.

be closed.
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